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The Oshkosh Fire Department, which has been providing EMS services with three ambulance units to 10 area municipalities, is considering terminating the services to those municipalities.


Oshkosh to drop emergency medical services to seven communities 

By Anya Kelley 
Winneconne News
The City of Oshkosh announced their emergency medical services (EMS) would no longer cover seven surrounding communities after 2025, including both the town and the village of Winneconne.
Last year, Oshkosh added a fourth ambulance unit to their fleet in hopes of improving service to the outlying communities. 
Oshkosh City Manager Rebecca Grill said they have not been able to staff that unit.
“We’ve had discussions about the impact on who we’re contracting with,” Grill said. “The contract does go through the end of 2026; we’re just very challenged with the fact that we don’t think we will be able to provide the service past the end of this year.” 
The Oshkosh Common Council decided during its June 24 meeting that with three ambulance units, the city would only be able to serve the three communities directly contiguous to them – the town of Black Wolf, the town of Algoma and the town of Nekimi. 
According to Wisconsin state statute, all towns must have the ability to provide EMS to their community and as of January 1, 2026, neither the town nor the village of Winneconne will have services unless a resolution is found elsewhere. 
[bookmark: _Hlk202175322]The new Ambulance Board that includes the towns of Omro, Poygan, Utica, Black Wolf, Rushford and Nekimi along with the city of Omro met June 26 to discuss a plan moving forward. 
The town of Winneconne and the village of Winneconne have been included in all the communications regarding the creation of the Ambulance Board, but as of that meeting have not asked to join. 
The board will consider new members until July 22 when they start applying for grant funding. The amount of grant money that can be awarded will depend on both population size that the EMS will cover and an estimate of the amount of care each municipality involved might need for the coming year. 
“I think we have to consider the cost of the grant funding,” said Frank Frassetto, Ambulance Board chairman and town of Black Wolf board member. “If they don’t opt in by whatever deadline … I think we have to at least consider that in order to come in after that, we would be charging them.” 
At the town of Winneconne board meeting on June 19, Town Chairman Eric Lang said he would like the town attorney to review all of their options before making any decisions. That was before Oshkosh had made its announcement.
The Ambulance Board is drafting a letter to notify surrounding communities that a decision to join needs to be made by July 22 at the latest, or they will not be eligible for immediate membership. 





